FRIENDS  COMMITTEE  ON  NATIONAL  LEGISLATION  WASHINGTON  NEWSLETTER 

"Although  the  volume  of  constituent 
mail  is  running  at  an  all-time  high,  most 
Congressmen  are  impressed  by  the  lack 
of  mail  on  the  big  issues  such  as  energy, 
the  Middle  East,  civil  rights  and  arms 
control,  or  even  unemployment,  infla¬ 
tion  and  health  insurance." 

— Rep.  Lee  H.  Hamilton  IN 
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CAN  MORE  ARMS  BRING  PEACE  TO  THE  MIDEAST? 


THE  PROPOSED  SALES 


ISRAEL  75  F-16's  at  $1.5  billion  (high 
performance  fighter  bombers,  to  be 
delivered  between  1981  and  1983) 

ISRAEL  15  F-15's  at  $0.4  billion  (ad¬ 
vanced  tactical  fighters,  to  be  deliv¬ 
ered  between  1981  and  1982) 


SAUDI  ARABIA  60  F-15’s  at  $2.5  billion 
(advanced  tactical  fighters,  to  be  de¬ 
livered  between  1981  and  1984) 

EGYPT  50  F-5-E’s  at  $0.4  billion  (short- 
range  fighter  bombers,  to  be  de¬ 
livered  between  1978  and  1981) 


President  Carter  has  announced  plans 
to  sell  200  war  planes  to  Israel,  Saudi 
Arabia,  and  Egypt.  Congress  has  30  days 
from  about  Apr.  28  to  disapprove  one  or 
more  of  the  sales.  We  oppose  all  the  sales. 
Much  more  effort  should  be  made  to 
strengthen  Mideast  peacekeeping  and 
cooperative  non-military  efforts  (see 

p.  2). 

We  recommend  you  write  your  two 
Senators  and  your  Representative 
immediately  urging  them  to  vote 
against  all  of  the  proposed  arms  sales 
(votes  likely  in  mid-May).  Write  also  for 
FCNL  staff  study  G-14,  “Symbols  of 
Friendship  Which  Kill.” 

“Can  we  be  the  world's  leading 
champion  of  peace  and  the  world's 
leading  supplier  of  the  weapons  of  war? 
We  cannot  have  it  both  ways.”  Why  does 
a  President  who  said  this  in  1976  and  who 
has  been  energetically  seeking  to  bring 
peace  to  the  Middle  East  propose  sending 
highly  sophisticated  war  planes  to  the 
major  combatants  in  the  Mideast  tinder- 
box? 

The  Administration  notes  that  all  three 
countries  have  urged  the  U.S.  to  sell  them 
arms.  It  argues  that  the  sales  will  meet 
legitimate  defense  needs  of  the  countries 


and  “strengthen  the  peace  process  by 
enhancing  the  three  states’  confidence  in 
their  own  security,  thus  enabling  them  to 
make  the  hard  decisions  necessary  for  a 
peace  settlement.”  It  is  said  this  will  also 
reinforce  the  U.S.  role  in  working  with 
the  parties  for  a  settlement. 

Among  other  arguments  heard  for  the 
sales;  They  will  retrieve  many  U.S.  dollars 
now  going  to  Saudi  Arabia  for  oil  and 
encourage  Saudi  Arabia  to  help  keep 
world  oil  prices  down  and  continue  its 
moderating  role  in  the  Mideast.  They  will 
help  support  Pres.  Sadat  in  relations  with 
his  own  military  establishment  and 
replace  Soviet  military  equipment.  They 
will  respond  to  Israel’s  call  for  the  latest, 
most  sophisticated  weaponry  to  help 
provide  security  in  a  perilous  world.  And 
U.S.  arms  manufacturers  would  benefit 
from  $4.8  billion  in  additional  contracts. 

But  the  Mideast  has  been  the  major 
recipient  of  arms  from  the  U.S.  and  other 
countries  for  30  years.  The  result  has 
been  war,  not  peace,  and  insecurity 
rather  than  security.  Casualties  have 
increased  in  each  succeeding  Mideast 
war,  as  these  figures  show: 


Israelis 

Arabs 

1956  war 

1,300 

12,735 

1967  war 

5,515 

17,%7 

1973  war 

12,000 

36,000 

(Killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  including  allied 
forces.  From  Dupuy,  Elusive  Victory,  Bobbs 
Merrill,  1977.) 

The  proposed  sales  of  highly  sophis¬ 
ticated  war  planes  seem  likely  to  guar¬ 
antee  even  higher  casualties  in  the  next 
war,  rather  than  progress  in  the  currently 


stalemated  peace  negotiations.  We  be¬ 
lieve  the  will  to  negotiate  a  fair  agreement 
is  enhanced  by  reducing  the  military 
alternatives  to  all  sides. 

Sen.  William  Proxmire  Wl  opposes  the 
arms  sales  package  because  it  threatens 
the  security  of  Israel,  Egypt,  and  Saudi 
Arabia.  The  sale  of  more  sophisticated 
weaponry  is  “creating  a  self-fulfilling 
prophecy.  More  arms  will  lead  to  greater 
threats  which  require  more  arms.  We 
have  the  chance  now  to  cut  off  this 
surge,”  he  said  Apr.  6. 

DEFENSIVE  PURPOSES? 

Section  4  of  the  Arms  Export  Control 
Act  of  1976  forbids  the  use  of  any 
American  arms  sold  to  other  countries 
except  “for  internal  security,  for  legi¬ 
timate  self-defense  arrangements  or 
measures  consistent  with  the  Charter  of 
the  United  Nations.”  According  to  the 
Act,  if  there  has  been  “any  substantial 
violation,”  the  U.S.  may  not  issue  any 
further  credits  or  financial  guarantees  to 
the  offending  country.  The  recent  in¬ 
vasion  of  Lebanon  demonstrates  the 
impossibility  of  U.S.  control  of  the  use  of 
arms  once  they  have  been  sold  to  another 
country  despite  assurances  that  they  will 
be  used  only  “for  legitimate  self- 
defense.” 

Responding  to  a  terrorist  attack  on  a 
buswhich  left  45  civilians  dead  inTel  Aviv, 
Israel  invaded  southern  Lebanon  with 
10,000  ground  troops  and  supporting  air 
and  sea  maneuvers.  An  estimated  500- 
700  Palestinians  and  Lebanese  died.  In 
addition  250,000  fled  their  homes  in 
(Continued  on  page  4) 
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MIDEAST;  A  POSITIVE  OPTION 


The  U.S.  contributes  over  $2  billion  in 
non-military  aid  annually  to  Israel,  Egypt, 
Jordan,  Syria,  Lebanon,  and  the  occupied 
territories.  Some  of  this  money  goes 
through  UN  agencies;  most  of  it  is 
channeled  through  bilateral  programs. 

UN  Peacekeeping 

The  U.S.  contribution  toward  main¬ 
taining  peacekeeping  forces  in  the 
Middle  East  is  infinitesimal  in  comparison 
with  U.S  shipments  of  military  equipment 
to  the  area. 

Yet  the  UN  presence  has  helped  to 
provide  some  stability  in  this  highly 

SECOND  CANAL 
TREATY  PASSES 


volatile  part  of  the  world.  UN  forces  have 
assisted  in  implementing  the  armistice 
agreements  of  1949  and  have  set  up  buffer 
zones  to  curb  escalation  of  later  conflicts. 

The  UN  Truce  Supervision  Organi¬ 
zation  was  established  in  1948.  The  UN 
Emergency  Force  (UNEF)  was  dispatched 
to  the  Sinai  Peninsula  in  1956,  after  the 
invasion  of  Egypt  by  Israel,  France,  and 
Britain.  UNEF  was  charged  with  pre¬ 
venting  a  recurrence  of  hostilities.  Israel 
refused  to  allow  UN  forces  on  its  side  of 
the  border.  UNEF  remained  on  Egyptian 
territory  until  Egypt  requested  its  with¬ 
drawal  in  May  1967  during  a  period 
of  threat  and  counterthreat. 


The  long  debate  culminated  Apr.  18 
when  the  Senate  ratified  the  Panama 
Canal  Treaty  by  a  68-32  vote.  Although 
the  outcome  was  uncertain  until  the  end, 
the  final  vote  was  exactly  the  same  as  that 
on  the  Neutrality  Treaty  on  Mar.  16.  (See 
April  Newsletter  for  a  vote  tally.) 

Our  thanks  again  to  FCNL  supporters 
who  responded  to  our  pleas  for  action. 
We  will  be  passing  on  further  information 
as  both  houses  of  Congress  take  up  the 
implementing  legislation. 

The  Senate  attached  six  reservations 
and  six  understandings  to  the  Panama 
Canal  Treaty.  The  major  reservation, 
accepted  73-27,  is  designed  to  soften  the 
impact  of  Sen.  DeConcini's  condition  to 
the  Neutrality  Treaty  allowing  unilateral 
U.S.  military  intervention  in  Panama  if 
needed  to  protect  or  reopen  the  Canal. 
The  reservation  to  the  Panama  Canal 
Treaty  states  that  any  such  U.S.  action 
“shall  not  have  as  its  purpose  or  be 
interpreted  as  a  right  of  intervention  in 
the  internal  affairs  of  the  Republic  of 
Panama  or  interference  with  its  political 
independence  or  sovereign  integrity.” 

The  government  of  Panama  has  agreed 
to  accept  the  treaties  as  amended. 
However,  the  victory  is  tainted  by  some  of 
the  changes  in  the  treaties  and  by  the 
derogatory  references  to  Panama  made 
by  Senators  during  the  debate.  These 
reflect  a  continuing  imperialist  attitude  of 
many  in  the  U.S.  Many  Panamanians  who 
once  supported  the  treaties  do  so  no 
longer.  The  “strengthening”  changes 
insisted  on  by  the  Senate  will  likely 
remain  a  sore  point  in  U.S.-Panamanian 
relations  for  some  time  to  come. 


From  the  1967  war  until  the  1973  war, 
only  UN  military  observers  were  present 
in  the  Middle  East.  UN  peacekeeping 
forces  were  reinstated  following  the 
October  1973  war.  UNEF  resumed  opera¬ 
tions  on  the  Israeli-Egyptian  front,  and  in 
May  1974  the  UN  Disengagement  Ob¬ 
server  Force  (UNDOF)  was  formed  to 
oversee  the  Israeli-Syrian  border  area  in 
the  Golan  Heights. 

Another  UN  force  (UNIFIL)  was  recent¬ 
ly  sent  into  Lebanon  to  confirm  the 
withdrawal  of  Israeli  forces  and  restore 
peace. 

In  the  past,  UN  policy  has  not  allowed 
military  personnel  from  major  countries 
to  participate  in  Middle  East  peace¬ 
keeping  operations,  in  order  to  avoid 
bringing  the  “great  powers”  into  the 
conflict.  UN  contingents  have  been 
drawn  from  a  variety  of  nations,  including 
Scandinavian  countries,  Yugoslavia,  In¬ 
dia,  Ghana,  or  neutral  states  such  as 
Ireland  and  Austria.  France  has  recently 
been  included  in  the  Lebanon  force.  The 
U.S.  has  provided  personnel  for  UN 
observer  groups,  cash,  supplies,  and  air 
transport. 

The  formula  for  assessing  cash  contri¬ 
butions  recognizes  the  special  responsi¬ 
bility  of  the  U.S.,  as  a  permanent  member 
of  the  Security  Council,  for  maintenance 
of  international  peace.  The  U.S.  has  paid 
about  30%  of  the  costs  of  UNEF  and 
UNDOF  since  the  1973  war.  Payments 
have  risen  from  $17.3  million  in  FY74  to  an 
FY79  request  of  $32  million.  There  will  be 
additional  requests,  estimated  at  $18 
million,  to  help  support  an  initial  4,000 
UNIFIL  troops  in  southern  Lebanon  for  six 
months. 

UN  Relief  and  Works  Agency 

The  United  Nations  Relief  and  Works 


Agency  (UNRWA)  provides  education, 
vocational  training,  medical  care,  food, 
shelter,  and  clothing  for  1.7  million 
Palestinian  refugees  in  Jordan,  Lebanon, 
Syria,  and  Israeli-occupied  territories  on 
the  West  Bank  and  Gaza.  Since  UNRWA’s 
inception  in  1949,  the  U.S.  has  con¬ 
tributed  some  $776  million  in  cash, 
commodities,  and  services  to  this  cause. 
This  represents  over  50%  of  total  UNRWA 
expenditures,  a  percentage  that  has  been 
declining  in  recent  years.  The  FY79  U.S. 
budget  request  is  $52  million,  about  35% 
of  UNRWA’s  budget.  UNRWA  is  appeal¬ 
ing  for  additional  funds  for  refugees 
displaced  by  the  Lebanese  conflict. 

Bilateral  Aid 

U.S.  non-military  bilateral  economic 
assistance  to  Egypt,  Israel,  Syria,  Jordan, 
Lebanon,  and  Israeli-occupied  territories 
was  $1.8  billion  in  FY77.  The  Administra¬ 
tion  is  asking  for  $2.0  billion  for  FY79. 

Egypt  is  the  largest  recipient  of  non¬ 
military  aid  with  $957  million  requested 
for  FY79,  primarily  for  agricultural  devel¬ 
opment,  irrigation,  rural  electrification, 
and  reconstruction  in  the  Suez  Canal  area 
which  was  destroyed  in  the  fighting  of 

1967  and  1973.  Israel  is  slated  to  receive 

% 

$790  million,  largely  for  budget  support 
and  purchase  of  U.S.  commodities.  Syria 
and  Jordan  may  get  $114  million  and  $102 
million  respectively. 

Other  requests  include  $50  million  for  a 
new  Jordan  Valley  irrigation  project  and 
$12  million  for  U.S.  observers  in  the  UN 
buffer  zone  on  the  Sinai  Peninsula. 
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Congress  Should  Act  Now  to  Create  Emergency  Food  Reserve 


We  urge  you  to  write  to  your  Senators 
^and  your  member  of  Congress  now 
supporting  an  International  Emer¬ 
gency  Food  Reserve.  Measures  have  been 
introduced  by  Senators  Bellmon  OK  and 
Humphrey  MN  and  by  Rep.  McHugh  NY 
with  more  than  85  House  co-sponsors. 
Sen.  Talmadge  GA  and  Representatives 
Foley  WA  and  Zablocki  Wl  have  intro¬ 
duced  the  Administration’s  version.  One 
version  will  probably  reach  the  Senate 
floor  by  mid-May,  with  House  action 
shortly  thereafter. 

The  several  bills,  quite  similar,  would 
create  a  separate  reserve  (distinct  from 


the  farmer-held,  market-related  reserve) 
of  up  to  6  million  metric  tons  of  food 
(mostly  wheat)  taken  from  existing 
Commodity  Credit  Corporation  (CCC) 
stocks  or  purchased  by  CCC  in  the 
market.  Stocks  in  the  emergency  reserve 
would  be  for  sale  or  donation  only: 

•  to  provide  emergency  relief  in  the 
event  of  a  natural  disaster; 

•  to  assist  any  developing  nation  to  meet 
basic  food  needs  in  a  year  in  which  the 
market  price  is  very  high  and  com¬ 
mercially  available  stocks  are  short;  or 

•  to  fulfill  any  reserve  stock  obligation  of 


the  United  States  under  a  Wheat  Trade 
Convention  (still  to  be  negotiated). 

The  Administration  has  announced  its 
intention  to  purchase  the  6  million  tons  of 
grain  (or  processed  food  products)  but  is 
asking  Congressional  action  to  secure  its 
authority  to  hold  the  stocks  only  for 
specified  purposes. 

Initiation  of  an  emergency  reserve  now 
would  assure  that  presently  available 
grain  is  set  aside  for  designated  emer¬ 
gency  purposes.  It  would  probably  have 
the  happy  side  effect  of  slightly  strength¬ 
ening  low  grain  prices  for  farmers. 

FOOD  SECURITY 
AND  ANGRY  FARMERS 

On  Apr.  12  the  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives  voted  150  to  268  to  defeat  H.R. 
6782  (Dole  KS),  the  bill  on  which  farmers 
had  pinned  their  hopes  for  increased 
farm  price  supports  for  the  1978  crop 
year. 

H.R.  6782  would  have  tied  the  higher 
prices  for  grains  and  cotton  propor¬ 
tionately  to  increases  in  the  amount  of 
land  each  farmer  agreed  not  to  plant  (set 
aside). 

The  issue  posed  a  sharp  dilemma  for 
FCNL  staff. 

FCNL  has  consistently  argued  for  more 
equitable  returns  to  farmers.  But  our 
judgment  was  that  H.R.  6782  might 
decrease  food  production  to  the  danger 
point  for  world  food  supplies  and  was 
therefore  unsupportable  (see  April 
Newsletter).  Our  letter  to  members  of 
Congress  and  a  similar  one  by  the 
Interreligious  Taskforce  on  U.S.  Food 
Policy,  drafted  with  FCNL  support, 
brought  dozens  of  calls  and  visits  from 
farmers  who  disagreed  with  (and  often 
were  angered  by)  FCNL’s  stance.  We  also 
heard  from  a  few  rural  Friends  who 
endorsed  our  position. 

FCNL  is  lobbying  for  an  alternative 
which  would  raise  support  prices  in 
conjunction  with  increased  use  of  farm¬ 
er-held  reserves  and  creation  of  an 
International  Emergency  Grain  Reserve 
(see  accompanying  article).  FCNl  would 
also  limit  commodity  program  payments 
to  amounts  sufficient  for  moderate  family 
incomes. 

Action  on  an  emergency  price  support 
measure  for  1978  may  be  finished  by  the 
time  this  Newsletter  reaches  you.  Call  for 
current  information  [Don  Reeves  (202) 
547-4343). 


ERA  EXTENSION 


Proponents  of  the  Equal  Rights  Amend¬ 
ment  (ERA)  are  concentrating  on  a 
resolution  (H.J.  Res.  638)  to  extend  the 
deadline  for  ratification  by  states  another 
seven  years.  Without  such  extension, 
opportunity  to  ratify  ERA  will  expire  Mar. 
22, 1979,  and  it  is  unlikely  that  three  more 
states — needed  to  complete  ratifica¬ 
tion — will  act  in  the  next  10  months. 

FCNL  has  joined  more  than  80  organi¬ 
zations  in  support  for  the  extension. 
FCNL  has  also  joined  in  the  “convention 
boycott”  and  will  not  schedule  meetings, 
such  as  the  annual  Fall  Conference,  in 
non-ratifying  states. 

H.j.  Res.  638  was  introduced  by 
Elizabeth  Holtzman  NY  in  October.  The 
House  judiciary  Subcmte.  on  Civil  and 
Constitutional  Rights  held  hearings  in 
November.  Further  action  is  not  expected 
until  late  summer  or  early  fall. 

Opponents  question  the  legality  of 
extension,  but  the  Supreme  Court  has 
recognized  the  power  of  Congress  to 


WIRETAP  CONTROL  BILL  PASSES  SENATE 


The  Senate  passed  S.  1566,  the  Foreign 
Intelligence  Surveillance  Act  of  1978,  on 
Apr.  20  by  a  vote  of  95-1  (Scott  VA 
opposed).  S.  1566  is  the  first  legislation  to 
put  limits  on  intelligence  activities,  a 
major  step  forward. 

While  authorizing  wiretaps,  the  bill 
rejects  the  Executive  branch  claim  of 
“inherent  power”  to  wiretap  and  re¬ 
quires  a  judicial  warrant  for  wiretapping. 
Such  protection  does  not  exist  under 
current  law. 

The  complex  bill  distinguishes  between 
U.S.  persons,  who  must  be  suspected  of 
criminal  activity  before  a  wiretap  can  be 


determine  procedures  for  ratification, 
including  both  time  limits  and  “time¬ 
liness.”  Limits  to  the  period  for  rati¬ 
fication  began  with  the  18th  Amendment 
and  were  intended  to  prevent  potential 
accumulation  in  limbo  of  unratified 
amendments  that  had  lost  “vitality”  and 
“timeliness.”  The  current  ERA  deadline  is 
not  in  the  amendment  but  in  its 
preamble,  and  extension  would  not  alter 
the  amendment  already  ratified  by  35 
states. 

Recission,  the  attempt  by  a  state  to 
“take  back”  its  approval  for  ratification, 
has  also  been  linked  to  extension  by  ERA 
opponents.  Constitutional  lawyers,  how¬ 
ever,  generally  agree  that  whether  a  state 
may  rescind  its  ratification  should  be 
considered  when  Congress  comes  to 
determine  whether  or  not  38  states  have 
ratified  the  amendment. 

States  which  have  not  yet  ratified 
ERA  are  Alabama,  Arizona,  Arkansas, 
Florida,  Georgia,  Illinois,  Louisiana,  Mis¬ 
sissippi,  Missouri,  Nevada,  North  Caroli¬ 
na,  Oklahoma,  South  Carolina,  Utah,  and 
Virginia. 


approved,  and  non-U. S.  persons,  where  a 
less  stringent  standard  is  applied. 

FCNL  opposes  wiretapping  as  an 
invasion  of  privacy  and  violation  of 
constitutional  rights.  But  since  electronic 
surveillance  seems  destined  to  continue 
with  increasing  sophistication,  measures 
such  as  S.  1566  are  essential. 

Efforts  now  focus  on  the  House  where  a 
similar  bill,  H.R.  7308,  is  pending  in  the 
House  Intelligence  Cmte.  FCNL,  working 
with  other  groups  concerned  about  civil 
liberties,  hopes  a  stronger  criminal 
standard  for  all  wiretaps  and  additional 
safeguards  can  be  added  in  the  House. 
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(Continued  from  page  1) 
southern  Lebanon.  U.S.  arms  were  used 
by  Israel  in  Lebanon  in  what  Secy,  of  State 
Vance  reported  on  Apr.  5  may  have  been 
a  violation  of  Israel’s  1952  agreement  to 
use  U.S.  arms  only  for  self-defense.  But 
Vance  recommended  no  action,  citing 
the  withdrawal  of  Israeli  troops  from 
Lebanon. 

During  the  invasion  Israel  dropped 
cluster  bomb  units  (CBU's),  an  anti¬ 
personnel  weapon  often  used  by  the  U.S. 
in  Vietnam.  Rep.  Paul  “Pete”  McCloskey 
CA,  a  long-time  Israeli  supporter,  stren¬ 
uously  protested  their  use  in  Lebanon, 
calling  CBU’s  "among  the  cruelest  and 
most  atrocious”  anti-personnel  weapons 
ever  devised. 

ON  THE  HILL 

Congress  has  30  days  from  Apr.  28,  the 
date  Pres.  Carter  was  scheduled  to  submit 
the  four  sales  (one  each  to  Saudi  Arabia 
and  Egypt  and  two  to  Israel)  within  w  hich 
to  review  them  under  36(b)  of  the  Arms 
Export  Control  Act.  Each  sale  will  go 
forward  unless  it  is  rejected  by  a  majority 
vote  of  both  houses.  The  Carter  Adminis¬ 
tration  says  the  sale  must  be  viewed  as  a 
package;  if  one  is  disapproved,  none  will 
go  forward.  The  Senate  Foreign  Relations 
and  House  International  Relations Cmtes. 
are  holding  hearings  and  may  report  out 
resolutions  of  disapproval. 

Some  members  of  Congress  support  all 
four  sales;  some  oppose  all;  most 
opposition  centers  on  the  sale  to  Saudi 
Arabia.  Much  depends  on  public  at¬ 
titudes  and  what  constituents  say  to 
members  of  Congress  in  the  next  few 
weeks.  Current  polls  show  widespread 


opposition  to  more  U.S.  arms  to  Mideast 
combatants.  If  you  believe  more  U.S. 
arms  to  the  Mideast  will  decrease 
chances  for  peace,  now  is  the  time  to 
write  your  two  Senators  and  Repre¬ 
sentative. 

UN  SPECIAL  SESSION 
ON  DISARMAMENT 

From  May  23  to  June  28  the  UN  General 
Assembly  will  meet  in  an  historic  Special 
Session  on  Disarmament  (SSOD). 

Neither  the  basic  U.S.  stance  at  the 
SSOD  nor  the  names  of  the  U.S. 
delegation  had  been  announced  by  press 
time.  It  is  imperative  that  Pres.  Carter  use 
this  opportunity  to  announce  specific 
U.S.  actions  toward  disarmament  rather 
than  more  proposals  for  study  or 
negotiation.  The  SSOD  should  begin  a 
process  of  real  disarmament  and  not  be 
an  occasion  for  half-hearted  gestures  or 
window  dressing. 

If  you  want  to  follow  daily  events  at  the 
SSOD,  send  $7  for  Disarmament  Times,  a 
paper  to  be  published  daily  during  the 
SSOD,  to: 

Disarmament  Times 

Suite  7B 

111  UN  Plaza 

New  York,  NY  10017. 

Material  on  the  religious  basis  for 
opposition  to  the  arms  race  is  available  for 
$1.50  from: 

Nuclear  Packets 

Sojourners  Magazine 

1029  Vermont  Ave.,  N.W. 

Washington,  DC  20005. 


Supreme  Court  Limits 
Tribal  Jurisdiction 

On  Mar.  6  the  Supreme  Court  handed 
down  a  decision  (Oliphant  v.  Squamish 
Indian  Tribe)  which  will  seriously  limit  the 
degree  to  which  Indian  tribes  may  govern 
their  own  reservations.  In  a  divided 
opinion  (6-2),  the  Court  ruled:  “Indian 
tribal  courts  do  not  have  inherent 
criminal  jurisdiction  to  try  and  to  punish 
non-Indians  and  hence  may  not  assume 
such  jurisdiction  unless  specifically  au¬ 
thorized  to  do  so  by  Congress.” 

FCNL’s  position  has  clearly  been  much 
closer  to  that  taken  by  the  minority  of  the 
Court.  The  dissenting  opinion  (Marshall, 
joined  by  Chief  Justice  Burger)  stated:  “I 
agree  . . .  that  the  power  to  preserve  order 
on  the  reservation  ...  is  a  sine  qua  non  of 
the  sovereignty  that  the  Squamish  ori¬ 
ginally  possessed.  In  the  absence  of 
affirmative  withdrawal  by  treaty  or 
statute,  I  am  of  the  view  that  Indian  tribes 
enjoy  as  a  necessary  part  of  retained 
sovereignty  the  right  to  try  and  punish  all 
persons  who  commit  offenses  against 
tribal  law  within  the  reservation.” 

The  Court’s  judgment  was  limited  to 
criminal  matters.  It  seems  likely  that  a 
parallel  case  regarding  civil  jurisdiction 
will  be  forthcoming;  there  is  the  possi¬ 
bility,  at  least,  that  the  Court  could  rule 
differently  on  these  matters. 

Focus  on  Congress.  Passage  of  general 
legislation  asserting  that  Indians  retain 
any  jurisdiction  not  explicitly  given  up  by 
treaty  or  agreement  seems  unlikely. 
Legislation  to  secure  Indian  self-deter¬ 
mination  in  specific  areas  of  jurisdiction 
thus  becomes  even  more  important. 
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THE  FRIENDS  COMMITTEE  ON 
NATIONAL  LEGISLATION  includes  Friends 
appointed  by  23  Friends  Yearly  Meetings 
and  by  11  other  Friends’  organizations  in 
the  United  States.  Expressions  of  views  in 
the  FCNL  WASHINGTON  NEWSLETTER  are 
guided  by  the  Statement  of  Policy  prepared 
and  approved  by  the  Committee.  Seeking 
to  follow  the  leadings  of  the  Spirit,  the 
FCNL  speaks  for  itself  and  for  like-minded 
Friends.  No  organization  can  speak  of¬ 
ficially  for  the  Religious  Society  or  Friends. 


FCNL  Washington  Newsletter.Contributors 

to  this  issue  include:  Edward  Snyder, 
Frances  Neely,  Don  Reeves,  Jon  Evans,  John 
Hannay,  Catherine  Shaw,  jan  Harmon, 
Sharon  Martin.  245  Second  St.,  N.E., 
Washington,  DC  20002.  Subscription  price 
$10  per  year.  Published  monthly  except 
August. 
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